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F  C  N  L  PLANS  EXPANDED  WASHINGTON  SEMINAR  PROGRAM 

Concerned  citizens  have  found  a  three-  or  four-day  intensive  seminar  in  Washington  a  very 
valuable  way  to  get  acquainted  with  some  of  the  activities  of  their  government  and  to  ex¬ 
plore  what  the  individual  can  do  to  influence  legislation  and  national  policy  besides 
writing  letters  to  Congressmen.  Seminars  usually  bring  together  from  20  to  $0  people  for 
first-hand  discussion  with  leading  members  of  the  administrative  agencies  of  government  and 
Congress  around  one  or  more  important  issues  before  the  American  people. 

This  year' s  schedule  of  the  Friends  Committee  on  National  Legislation  calls  for  ten 
seminars,  with  an  additional  one  under  consideration  to  be  devoted  to  the  international 
aspects  of  American  agriculture,  and  also  several  interdenominational  churchmen's  seminars 
which  have  proved  fruitful  in  the  past. 

Subjects  will  depend  on  legislative  and  political  developments  in  Washington,  but  emphasis 
will  be  on  foreign  relations,  immigration  and  naturalization  rights  and  privileges,  dis¬ 
armament,  and  civil  rights  -  all  issues  on  which  the  F  C  N  L  is  working  actively. 

The  annual  adult  seminar  for  F  C  N  L  members,  representatives  of  Yearly  Meeting  Peace 
Committees,  A  F  S  C  staff,  and  others  is  scheduled  for  January  16  to  18,  Additional 
information  may  be  obtained  from  Barbara  Grant  in  the  F  C  N  L  office,  as  plans  proceed. 

Five  seminars  will  be  for  high  school  students,  in  cooperation  with  the  high  school  divi¬ 
sion  of  the  American  Friends  Service  Committee's  Middle  Atlantic  Regional  office.  Dates 
are:  November  17-20,  19U9;  and  in  1950,  January  19-225  February  16-19;  March  16-19; 
and  April  13-16,  Inquiries  about  registration  and  specific  programs  for  these  seminars 
should  be  addressed  to  Spahr  Hull,  20  South  12th  Street,  Philadelphia  7,  Pennsylvania, 

Two  college  seminars  are  being  arranged  with  the  college  division  of  the  Service  Committee 
on  February  23-26,  1950  and  April  20-23.  Correspondence  and  registrations  should  be 
addressed  to  George  Mohlenoff,  20  South  12th  Street,  Philadelpbia  7,  Pennsylvania. 

Two  special  seminars  for  Young  Friends  are  being  planned  in  cooperation  with  the  Peace 
Board  of  the  Five  Years  Meeting,  The  first  one  will  be  held  January  26-29,  1950;  the 
second,  primarily  for  college  age  students,  March  23-26.  Write  to  Lawrence  Peery,  101 
South  8th  Street,  Richmond,  Indiana  for  detailed  information. 

Interdenominational  ad\ilt  seminars  will  number  at  least  four,  A  program  on  rural  agricul¬ 
tural  problems  will  be  held  March  7-10;  two  general  seminars  are  scheduled  for  February 
7-10  and  April  18—21,  For  those  who  have  attended  such  seminars  previously,  a  graduate 
seminar  is  planned  for  sometime  in  May, 

The  Methodists  and  Disciples  have  plans  for  denominational  seminars  :  Methodist  students, 
February  26-28  and  Disciples  (general  membership),  March  13-16,  Additional  information 
on  these  will  be  available  from  Barbara  Grant. 
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SEMINAR  UNDER  CONSIDERATION  ON 
THE  AMERICAN  FARMER  AND  A  HUNGRY  WORLD 
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Plans  are  being  discussed  by  the  F  C  N  L  for  a  two  weeks'  intensive  program  early  in 
February  on  the  international  responsibilities  of  American  agriculture.  If  it  is  decided 
to  hold  this  seminar,  it  would  be  designed  primarily  for  active  and  concerned  farmers 
from  all  over  the  United  States  to  consider  what  can  be  done  about  surpluses  of  corn,wheat, 
cotton,  milk,  meat,  apples,  oranges,  nuts,  and  soybeans  in  a  hungry  and  impoverished  world. 
This  would  be  an  unrivaled  opportunity  to  get  acquainted  with  the  efforts  of  the  United 
Nations  Food  and  Agriculture  Organization  which  works  on  this^  and  other  world  agricultural 
problems,  with  the  operations  of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  with  the  policies  of  the 
Farm  Bureau,  the  Grange,  and  the  Farmers  Union,  and  with  the  activities  of  the  Senate  and 
House  Agriciilture  Committees,  Send  your  suggestions  and  inquiries  to  E,  Raymond  Wilson, 

APPROPRIATIONS  FOR  THE  NATIONAL  MILITARY  ESTABLISHMENT 

The  Military  Establishment  of  the  United  States  is  the  subject  of  the  September  1  Foreign 
Policy  Report,  by  Blair  Bolles,  Copies  may  be  obtained  from  the  Foreign  Policy  Association, 
22  East  38th  Street,  New  York  16,  N.  Y,,  for  25  cents. 

In  his  analysis  of  the  composition  and  functions  of  the  Military  Establishment  and  its  oper¬ 
ation,  Blair  Bolles  points  out  that  its  complexity  is  in  part  due  to  the  absence  of  a  mili¬ 
tary  policy;  in  spite  of  unification  efforts,  the  United  States  is  pursuing  a  land  policy, 
an  air  policy,  and  a  sea  policy.  There  is  no  agreement,  he  says,  on  the  desired  end  — 
whether  military  pressure  should  be  applied  to  the  Soviet  only  in  Greece  and  the  Middle  East, 
whether  a  stauid  should  be  made  only  in  Europe,  or  whether  Asia  is  militarily  defensible. 
This  study  supports  F  C  N  L  criticism  of  the  official  U.  S.  foreign  policy  of  military 
containment,  a  policy  which  appears  to  have  been  adopted  without  awareness  of  the  possible 
results;  even  without  plans  for  working  it  out.  According  to  the  Foreign  Policy  Report: 

"The  establishment  employs  1,619>9U6  uniformed  men  and  women  and  862,336  civilians  -  or 
more  civilians  than  all  the  agencies  of  the  Federal  government  employed  in  1933*  The 
Army  consists  of  679,675  military  and  330,981  civilian  personnel;  the  Navy,  $27,271 
military  and  359*185  civilian;  and  the  Air  Force,  Ul3>000  military  and  169, 9U2  civilian. 
The  reserves  and  National  Guard  units  of  the  three  services  total  2,600,207  men  and 
women  (1,576,000  in  the  Navy  and  Marine  Corps  reserves,  95U,707  in  the  Array  organized 
reserves  and  National  Guard,  and  U69*500  in  the  Air  Force  organized  reserve  and 
National  Guard), 

"The  establishment  maintains  military  enq^lacements  not  only  in  the  United  States,  its 
territories,  possessions,  and  trustee  areas,  but  also  in  the  United  Kingdom,  Germany, 
Austria,  Greece,  Trieste,  Tripoli,  T\irkey,  Iran,  Saudi  Arabia,  Korea,  the  Philippines, 
Japan,  the  Azores,  Canada,  Bermuda,  Trinidad,  Cuba,  and  British  Guiana.  It  is  allocat¬ 
ing  this  year  $390  million  to  industry  and  universities  for  scientific  research.  The 
Military  Establishment  appropriation  of  $lU  billion  for  1950  is  more  than  one-third  of 
all  federal  spending.  This  appropriation  represents  a  compromise  between  the  sum  the 
three  services  estimated  they  needed  to  carry  out  their  individual  conceptions  of  their 
tasks  in  1950  ($30  billion)  and  the  amount  which  the  President,  the  Secretary  of  Defense, 
the  Director  of  the  Budget,  and  Congress  concluded  the  country  could  safely  spend.  It  is 
not  based  on  meticulous  and  informed  calculation  of  the  military  needs  of  the  United 
States," 


We  have  just  witnessed  in  Washington  another  example  of  "government  by  crisis,"  Under  the 
impact  of  the  President’s  announcement  last  week  that  Russia  has  produced  and  exploded  an 
atom  bomb,  the  Senate^ouse  conference  committee  reported  out  the  full  amount  of  the  pro¬ 
posed  military  aid  to  Europe  bill,  after  the  House  had  cut  the  figure  for  Europe  in  half. 
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Military  and  Related  Legislation 

The  following  indicates  some  of  the  military  legislation  passed  by  the  81st  Congress  thus 
far.  The  total  amount  of  money  authorized  or  pending  (including  contract  authorizations 
for  money  which  mav  be  spent  later)  for  either  direct  military  functions  or  closely 
related  ones  is  i2U,95ljUll,605  (including  Veterans  Administration). 


Public  Law  30  : 

”  ••  36  : 
ti  «  58  * 

'»  "  60  : 

"  «  110  : 

It  "  193  : 

'•  "  213  : 

"  «  216  : 

'•  «  266  : 

It  N  II  . 

• 

H  It  ft  { 


H.  R.  UlU6  : 
H.  R.  5895  : 
H.  R.  500?  : 
H.  R.  373U  * 

H.  R.  U830  : 


Public  Law  266  < 


Establishes  land  based  air  warning  and  control 
installations 

Provides  for  Under  Secretary  of  Defense 
Establishes  grade  of  General  of  the  Air  Force 
Establishes  long-range  guided  missile  proving 
ground 

Provides  for  the  administration  of  the  Central 
Intelligence  Agency 

Authorizes  the  Secretary  of  the  Array  to  loaui 
certain  property  to  national  veterans’  orga¬ 
nizations  for  use  in  national  youth  programs 
Amends  Act  authorizing  construction  of  experi¬ 
mental  submarines  to  increase  funds  from 
$30  million  to  $Ul  million 
Provides  for  unification  of  armed  services  and 
improved  fiscal  management 
Provides  for  the  Selective  Service  System 
Provides  for  Atomic  Energy  Research  and  Develop¬ 
ment  (including  $387,189,628  for  contract 
authorizations ) 

Provides  for  Battle  Monuments  Commission  (in¬ 
cluding  $5  million  contract  authorizations) 


$  85,500,000 


75,000,000 


la, 000, 000 


8,500,000 

1,090,120,397 

10,920,800 


Awaiting  Final  Action 


Provides  for  the  National  Military  Establish¬ 
ment  (includjjig  contract  authorizations  of 
,  $2,158,51|6,0'30)  as  passed  by  the  Senate 
Provides  for  Arms  Assistance  to  North  Atlantic 
Area  and  elsewhere,  including  contract 
authorizations  (Conference  Report) 

Provides  for  increase  in  Armed  Services  pay 
(first  year)  -  awaiting  President’s 
signature 

Provides  for  civil  functions  of  the  Army  — 
rivers  and  harbors,  Panama  Canal,  U,  S. 
Soldiers  Home  ,  etc.,  as  reported  by  the 
Senate  Appropriations  Committee 
Provides  for  Government  Relief  in  Occupied 
Areas  -  as  passed  by  the  Senate 


lii,790,380,U78 
l,31li, 010,000 
27U ,000,000 

75l,Ui0,690 

900,000,000 


TOTAL  $19,3U0,872,365 

Appropriation  for  Veterans  Administration, 
including  pensions,  G.I.  Benefits,  hos¬ 
pitalization,  medical  care,  insurance  5,610, 539, 2U0 


GRAND  TOTAL  $2U,95l,lai,605 
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MORE  MONEY  FOR  THE  UNITED  NATIONS? 
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In  this  Newsletter  is  has  been  pointed  out  that  legislation  passed  in  the  first  session  of 
the  8lst  Congress  includes  authorized  or  recommended  expenditures  for  military  and  related 
purposes  of  |2U,95l,Ull,605.  In  contrast,  during  fiscal  19U9  the  United  States  contributed 
$128,73U,li89  to  all  international  organizations  in  which  the  U.S.  participates.  Of  this 
amount,  $10U,Ul3>U02  went  to  temporary  organizations  which  deal  with  war-created  emergen¬ 
cies,  such  as  the  International  Refugee  Organization  and  the  International  Children’s 
Elmer  gen  cy  Fund,  Only  $2li,321,087  'was  contributed  to  the  permanent  international  organiza¬ 
tions,  including  the  United  Nations  and  its  specialized  agencies. 

Our  country  has  invested  in  the  machinery  designed  to  maintain  peace  through  reason, 
opinion,  and  persuasion  l/lOOOth  of  the  amount  we  have  put  into  machinery  with  which  we  car^ 
at  best,  threaten  destruction. 

H.  J.  Res.  33U  (see  Washington  Letter  No,  67)  would  make  some  increase  in  the  amounts  of 
money  Congress  could  appropriate  to  international  agencies.  Action  on  this  Resolution  may 
soon  be  taken  by  the  House;  the  Committee  on  Foreign  Affairs  has  reported  it  favorably. 

Make  sure  your  Congressman  understands  the  importance  of  this  measure,  vrtiich  does  not  remove 
the  ceilings  as  it  should  on  appropriations  by  the  United  States,  but  at  least  is  a  step  in 
the  directioh  of  more  adequate  support, 

HUMAN  RIGHTS 

When  Ur.  Carlos  Romulo  accepted  the  presidency  of  the  United  Nations  General  Assembly  on 
September  21,  he  said  :  ”The  third  session  of  the  General  Assembly  was  distinguished  by 
an  outstanding  achievement  in  the  field  of  human  rights,  for  which  reason  it  is  sometimes 
called  ’The  Human  Rights  Assembly,'"  Actually,  the  achievement  in  that  field  was  two¬ 
fold  :  the  passage  of  the  Convention  on  Genocide  and  the  acceptance  of  the  Universal 
Declaration  of  Human  Rights. 

The  Convention  on  Genocide,  which  brands  as  criminal  mass  murder  for  national,  religious, 
racial,  or  ethnic  reasons,  has  been  submitted  to  the  member  states  of  the  United  Nations 
for  their  ratification.  It  will  become  binding  when  20  states  have  ratified  it.  In  the 
United  States  a  sub-committee  of  the  Senate  Conmiittee  on  Foreign  Relations  has  indicated 
that  hearings  will  be  held  and  action  taken  in  January  when  Congress  re-convenes, 

A  far-reaching  document  was  also  accepted  by  the  19ii8  General  Assembly  in  Paris  last 
December,  li8  nations  voted  in  favor  of  the  Declaration  of  Human  Rights;  none  against; 
eight  abstained.  This  30-article  declaration  was  proclaimed  by  the  General  Assembly  "as 
a  common  standard  of  achievement  for  all  peoples  and  all  nations,  to  the  end  that  every 
individual  and  every  orgcin  of  society,  keeping  this  Declaration  constantly  in  mind,  shall 
strive  by  teaching  and  education  to  promote  respect  for  these  rights  and  freedoms  and  by 
progressive  measures,  national  and  international,  to  secure  their  universal  and  effective 
recognition  and  observance ,  both  among  the  peoples  of  Member  States  themselves  and  among 
the  peoples  of  territories  under  their  jurisdiction,"  The  substance  of  the  declaration  | 
covers  inalienable  "natural"  rights  and  such  particulars  as  the  right  to  work  and  the  right 
to  leisure. 

The  declaration  is  not  yet  more  than  a  proclamation  of  a  standard  toward  which  United 
Nations  members  have  said  they  would  strive.  The  preparation  of  a  draft  Convention,  to  be 
submitted  to  member  nations  for  their  ratification,  which  would  make  illegal  certain  viola¬ 
tions  of  this  standard,  is  under  way.  Ratification,  idien  the  time  comes,  will  be  possible 
only  if  the  meaning  and  significance  of  the  Declaration  are  widely  understood  and  supported. 
Write  the  Department  of  State,  Washington  25,  D.  C.  for  copies  of  the  Declaration  now. 

Urge  study  of  it  among  your  friends  and  church  groups. 
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